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Float 
“Youths will become tired and weary, 

young men will certainly stumble; 
but those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength; 
they will fly up on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not be tired; 
they will walk and not be weary. 

Isaiah 40:30-31 
 

One of the email comics I receive daily had a “funny” about what we could learn from studying Noah and the 
ark. Some were funny and some were tongue in cheek.  A couple of examples are “Stay below deck during a storm” 
and “Take care of your animals as if they were the last ones on earth.” I laughed at some and contemplated some. The 
one that caught my attention was “If you can’t fight or flee, float.” Of course, when you are on a boat in the middle of 
an earth-filled water, there is not much point in fighting, and there is no where to flee. Floating is all that is possible. 

Thinking about the quote reminded me of the time many years ago when I taught swimming lessons. Kids were 
afraid to a point and took a little time to be able to float. However, adults were terribly difficult to teach. They would 
fight and flail about in the water worrying about going under. They had difficulty learning to float. Once they did learn 
to float, their thrashing about in the water stopped. 

Life is tough and we all find ourselves flailing our arms and indeed our whole bodies around trying to stay 
above the metaphorical water. We feel overloaded and weighed down. We want to fight our way out so we can flee 
away from the people, things, and situations that weigh us down. Usually, the thrashing about only sinks us deeper 
and never really gets us further along the stream. These are the times we need to float. 

Floating is a time for resting a bit, taking a deep breath, and refocusing our perspective. As we float, we get a 
different look at all that is around us and where we are in our lives. We can see where our priorities lie and where we 
need to move next. Most of all, floating is a time to refresh our lives before we resume the activities we must under-
take.  

Another quote from the daily “funny” was “When you have to start over, have a friend by your side.” That per-
son can help keep us afloat when we are resting and when we feel overwhelmed. Like me as the teacher of adults 
learning to swim, a friend provides the support until we can float. 

As Christians, we have a friend, guide, and protector whose power helps us through hard times. The prophet 
Isaiah said that “those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” The strength of the Lord will help us soar on 
the winds of life like eagles soar above the earth. Flying, like floating will renew our strength. When we can’t fight or 
flee, we can float in trust and hope of God who loves us. 

 
Let us pray: “Loving God, who gives us wings to fly, blow the wind of your Holy Spirit underneath our tired 

wings so that we can float on your love. When life is hard, as it is now, we want to fight our way out or flee from what-
ever binds us. We seek rest from our weariness. Give us your peace in our hearts so that we can float until our feet can 
touch solid ground. We pray in the name of Jesus, the power who helps us through hard times. Amen.” 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Lori Anne 



 

  

 

 From the Desk of Rev. Hannah Smith 
 
September is always a special month to me. The mornings get 
cooler and change fills the air. School winds up and routines get 
established. The excitement of upcoming holidays stirs within us. 
 
This transition to fall is a breath of fresh air. I am reminded that 
God is ever active and ever present with us. When we recognize 
our place in and with creation, we see who God is. 
 
Octavia E. Butler was a renowned African American author. In her 
book, Parable of the Sower, Butler writes: 
 
Create no images of God.  
Accept the images that God has provided.  
They are everywhere,  
in everything.  
God is Change—  
Seed to tree,  
tree to forest;  
Rain to river,  
river to sea;  
Grubs to bees, 
bees to swarm. 
From one, many;  
from many, one; 
Forever uniting, growing, dissolving—  
forever Changing.  
The universe is God’s self-portrait. 
 
May these words be our prayer this September. May we become 
even more aware of the ways God is at work in nature. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, may we see the face of Christ in our 
neighbors. It is in these daily practices that we tune our hearts to 
sing God’s praise. Glory to God that God makes all things new! 
 
Peace, 
Hannah 
  
 
 
 

 
 

       Lou’s Lines 
 

 

During Bible School in August, I had the privilege of singing 
a couple of traditional hymns with the children. One of 
them was “Power In the Blood”, written in 1889 by Lewis 
E. Jones, a graduate of the Moody Bible Institute. It is said 
that he was attending a camp in Maryland when he was 
inspired to write this hymn reminding us that it is the 
blood of Jesus that offers us salvation.  A simple, powerful 
reminder that can be sung by so many people, in so many 
different ways. In a quick search on YouTube, I found Blue-
grass, Country, Methodist and Baptist Congregations, Con-
temporary Christian Bands, Gospel Groups, Choirs from 
other countries, Solo artists, and so many singing this 
hymn. But my favorite was definitely the Children! They 
were singing a song written in 1889, with smiles on their 
faces and joy in their hearts.  
Have you ever had the privilege of singing a hymn with 
children? If so, you understand how they sing with full 
abandon! Right words, wrong words, they generally do not 
care. It is a blessing to hear, and so much fun to join in 
with them. But what hymns do children really sing? It 
turns out that if given the opportunity, they will sing just 
about any hymn, but it helps if the melody is simple and 
the words are repetitive. But come to think of it, doesn’t 
that make it easier for all of us to sing hymns? Especially 
new ones. So next time you are in Worship and have a 
child with you, grab that hymnbook or bulletin with the 
words, lean down, and help them follow as they listen to 
you and the rest of the congregation singing praises. You 
will be amazed at how quickly they learn and how much 
joy you will receive.  
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 

to the rock of our salvation!  Psalm 95:1 

 

Lou Wilson 



 

Thank you for your generous financial 
support.  Your ongoing gifts are vital to 
the ministries of FUMC!   

 

Give not from the bottom of your purse,  
but from the bottom of your heart.      

                           
                              JULY 2022    Jan-Jul 2022                      
Tithes/Offerings      $47,377    $297,051 
Memorials                                         3,445 
W/S Foundation          2,682           5,364 
Other Income              1,164            4,297 
Total Income             48,541        310,157     
Expenses                  -45,048       -348,541        
Total                           + 3,494      -  38,384 

Sept. 02 Suzanne Wilson 

Sept. 05 David Harmon 

Sept. 07 Betty Blakley 

Sept. 08            Linda Barnette 

Sept. 09 Don Bowles 

                          Madelyn Evans 

Sept. 10 Gracie Clark 

  Peggy Shelton 

Sept. 12 Lisa Prillaman 

Sept. 15            Stuart Robinson 

Sept. 16 Suzanne Barnhardt 

             Jerry Hendricks 
 
  

 

Sept. 17 Joeff Williams 

Sept. 18            Paula Harrison 

Sept. 19 Bill Overcash 

Sept. 21 Tommy Graham 

Sept. 23 Don Wood  

Sept. 25            Ken Marks                      

Sept. 26 John Koontz 

Sept. 27 Ron Cotterman 

Sept. 29            Patrick Foil  

                          C Crenshaw 

Sept. 30 Debbie Broadway 

 Butch Rooney 
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Mary Lou Musselman 
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Madeline Shelton 
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Elmer Stoneman 
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Ron Cotterman 
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Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Billie Bean 
150 Ken Dwiggins Dr. 
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Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Christine Woodruff 
c/o Davie Rehab Rm. 205 
498 Madison Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 

 
Molly Jo McClamrock 
Bermuda Commons 
Room # 403 
316 NC Hwy 801 
Advance NC 27006 
 
Wanda Bryant 
150 Ken Dwiggins Drive 
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Mocksville NC 27028 
 
Lynne Hicks 
c/o Davie Rehab 
Room 106 
498 Madison Rd. 
Mocksville NC 27028 
 

 Dick Nail 
By Peggy Nail & Family 

SPRINKLE PREACHING MISSION 
With Rev. Jan Britton 

Sunday, October 2  - Tuesday, October 4 
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The mission of First United Methodist Church is to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to receive the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and to respond to the needs of others with the love of God the Father. 


